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Michael Gove, the Secre-
tary of State for Educa-
tion has agreed, in prin-
ciple, to our conversion
to academy status. The
Academies Bill is cur-
rently being discussed
in the House of Com-
mons. Subject to the

Bill being passed, and
receiving the Royal
Assent, the Secretary of
State will confirm his
approval. As explained
in my letter to parents
of 1 July, we will then
check the detail of the
final version of the Bill
and work with the DfE
on the Funding Agree-
ment. The Governing
Body will then meet
again to make a final
decision, probably early
next term. We will,
of course, keep parents,
students and staff up-
dated with develop-
ments.

Academy status will
give us greater freedom
and control to ensure
we continue to be an
Outstanding School and

are able to meet the
needs of our students.
In particular, we will
receive additional fund-
ing which is currently
spent on our behalf by
the local authority. The
extra costs that we in-
cur will be considerably
less than the amount of
additional funding.
Consequently, we will
be much better placed
to maintain our current
staffing levels and cur-
riculum provision in the
tougher financial cli-
mate that the whole
public sector is about to
experience.

| would stress again
that in most other re-
spects, parents and stu-

dents will see little
change. The school
name will remain as

Beths Grammar School;
our admission policy
and the use of the 11+
testing will be un-

changed. In respect of
the long term security

of grammar schools, the
DfE has made it clear
that they will ensure

the same rights are ac-
corded to parents and
the same protections
afforded to grammar
schools on conversion
as they have enjoyed
whilst the school was a
maintained school.

Summer 2010

| am a member of the
Steering Committee of
the Grammar School
Heads Association
(GSHA) and we have
been working with pol-
icy makers for many
months, starting well
before the General
Election, to ensure any
new legislation does not
disadvantage grammar
schools. There are 164
grammar schools in
England and the vast
majority are GSHA
members, most of
whom are actively pur-
suing academy status.
As previously notified,
further information
on academy status is
available on the
DfE website  at
www.education.gov.uk/
academies. We are con-
fident that a move to
academy status is right
for us, however, as |
said in my letter of 17
June, if you have any
guestions or concerns,
please do contact the
school.

Mr James Skinner
Headteacher
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Over the summer we will be in-
stalling new controlled entry gates
to the school site. This is now a
requirement of the safeguarding
duty placed on schools but will
also reduce our vulnerability to
theft.

The gates for pedestrian access at
both entrances will be open from
8.00am until 8.45am and from
3.30pm to 4.00pm but at other
times will be closed. Staff and
Sixth Form students will be issued
with cards to allow entry, whilst
exit control will be by a push but-
ton. Consequently, we will not
need to issue access cards to all
students in Year 7 -11.

For vehicles the East Gate will be
the entry point to the site and will
be open from 8.00am-8.45am but
closed at other times. The West
Gate will be for vehicle exit only
and will open automatically as a
vehicle approaches. Staff will have
a card to allow vehicle entry at the
East Gate.

For visitors, including parents,
arriving during the school day,
there will be an intercom system for
both pedestrians and vehicles at the
East Gate only. Visitors will then
be asked to report to reception. We
would ask please that parents do
not bring vehicles on to site except
when really necessary. For exam-
ple, if you need to collect your son
(or daughter) for a hospital appoint-
ment, please ask him (or her) to
meet you outside the school o
unless, of course, they are on
crutches, when please do bring your
car to reception!

From September staff will be
wearing identification badges and
visitors will be issued with badges
bearing their name. Again this is in
response to our safeguarding duty
and will ensure students are reas-
sured of the identity of all adults on
the school site.

Beths Grammar School

Design Technology Report

Engineering Education Scheme
This year we had a group of 4
students involved in the scheme.
They were set the task of
reorganising the factory layout for
painting motors for SEM Ltd
(Orpington). Also as part of their
project they had to do an
investigation and evaluation of using
robotics to do the painting work. The
finished product had to handle their
new larger motors and prepare them
for spraying.

The team, as seen in the two
pictures above,
students, three contributing to the
mechanical engineering side of the

Cc 0 n years tc@ninatmd

operation, and one of them providing
the much needed Physics and
Mathematical engineering. The
judges highly commended the boys on
their work and they received not only
the EESE award but were also
advised to apply for the Gold Crest
Award judged by the University of
Brighton. This application is pending.

Formula Schools
The Formula Schools competition

was once again a success; keeping
two teams of eager students busy all

Continued on page 3
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competition at Silverstone Racing
circuit. The two teams, one electric
car, five Year 9 students and one from
Year 8 got very wet this year in their
competition, so much so that the car
malfunctioned because of the rain.
They did extremely well in getting to
the competition and look forward to
the petrol car racing next year.

The petrol team also did very well,
getting into the final. Overall the
team came in 12th position and were
very pleased to get their engine
started and wheels on the track. The
driver, Christopher Orford, was
grateful for all the work that the

mechanics (pictured below) did
throughout the event.

Extended School
DIY workshops

As part of our Extended School
Programme, we delivered DIY
workshops for our parents/carers
and the wider community on
Thursdays during the Spring Term,
concentrating on Tiling, Plumbing,
Electrics and general DIY. The
workshops proved to be very
popular and extremely successful.

Programme -

Beths Grammar School

Message
School Health Advisor:
Jane Sweeny:

Since last September | have contin-
ued to run a Drop -In for Years 10,
11, 12 and 13 where | offer confiden-
tial advice and can also issue C -
Cards and Chlamydia screening
tests for young people requesting
them following 1:1 discussion. This
service is linked to the SRE lessons
that | deliver in the classroom to
Year 9 and Year 10. The current C -
Card clinic has always been used
responsibly and appropriately by
students accessing the service.

For the next academic year |
would like to extend the service pro-
vided at the Friday lunchtime Drop -
In to offer general advice to all stu-
dents who may have concerns which
are health related or who just need
someone to talk to. The service will
be confidential.

I would hope to advertise the ser-
vice to students during assemblies
and also for the upper Year Groups
during my Health Education ses-
sions in the classroom to promote the
C-Card and Chlamydia screening
services as offered in previous years.
If any parent would like to con-
tact me directly they can do so by
telephone on 01322 357911 or by
email at;
jane.sweeny@bexley.nhs.uk

William Jones of 12JZM
has been selected to
play for the England
Under 18 Chess Team
against the best junior

players from Northern

Ireland, Scotland and
Wales. The tournament
takes place from Tues-
day 20 0 Friday 23 July
and we wish William
luck in what is the top

junior competition in

the UK.

from Bet hds
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The End of an Era

Some of our leavers at the B\Mom

We started here together, and

now wedre | eaving
Leaving as one united year group;
the best year group this school
has ever seen. Over the seven
years that the majority of us have
been at Beths, we have clubbed

together and worked as a
phenomenal year group. There
has always been an amazing

sense of unity within our year,
which was visible from as early as
year 8 camp, all the way through
to our last day of school, which
assuming people could remember
in the morning,
forgotten any time soon!
Throughout our time here at Beths,
the school has provided many great
memories, which is why for many of
us, it will always be seen as special.
Although we are all moving forward
in life, there will always be those
times when we reflect upon the past
and reminisce about our time at
Beths, and undoubtedly many of us
will return in coming years when Mrs
Hubert requires our help with a
6Hi gher Educati on
For any students reading this; go
ahead and do the impossible and
remember that in the middle of
difficulty lies opportunity. Make
sure you grab any opportunities
that come your way, and there will
be plenty, because you will almost
always be rewarded for the hard
work you dedicate. Whether these
opportunities lie with helping a

By Ben Magnus, 13AZW

teacher, going back on a school trip
dr tsimply ssappartingwthey Parents
Association when they need your
help, the experiences you will gain
are invaluable. Be prepared to go
beyond what is expected of you and
in return you will reap the benefits.
On behalf of myself, Daniel Barclay,
Matthew Gainsford, Robert Ricketts
and all the outgoing members of year
13, we would like to thank everyone
at Beths, both past and present, who
have made our time here what it is.
We would also like to take this
opportunity to extend our thanks to

c e the aParent Assogiationd that bhas

funded several projects throughout
our journey at Beths, which without

their support c
happened.
Finally, Beths has provided us

with countless numbers of high
moments, as well as the rare low
moment, but try to always
remember if you think you can, you
can! You may suffer the odd
disappointment along the way, but
it is the ability to be able to build

E wgon ithege. disappointments that

will eventually determine who you
become. What | have learnt from
my ti me at Bet hs
have to necessarily be the smartest
or most talented student in order to
achieve success; much of this
success will come through your
desire to reach your goals, and the
enthusiasm and devotion th at you
dedicate to reaching your targets.

Beths Grammar School

Bet h% &or
Dance their wa
Sadlers Wells

This year at Beths we have intro-
duced Dance into the curriculum.

It is now also a requirement that

all schools must offer dance to
their students. KS3 have under-
taken Dance in their PE lessons
and it has been very successful.
Many students have been choreo-
graphing and performing their
own groupds perfo

Our 6t form also asked if they
could get involved in dance and
formulated their own dance group
and, since their formation, the
group have gone from strength to
strength. They were invited to
perform at the 0
Bexley Borough event held at
Townley Grammar School in May
and produced a superb perform-

ance on the night. As a result of
this outstanding performance
they were then selected to repre-

sent Bexl ey at
event at the world famous
Sadlers Wells Theatre in front of
over 2,000 people. Many of the
dance group have been asked to
audition at the Royal Academy of
Dance for their
You can also check out their per-
formances on Google, 0St ej
Dance Bexley 2010

The members of the 6t Form
Dance Group are: Michael
Solarin, Matthew Prior, Musta-
pha Smith, Richard Sho -Silva,
Phil Adeleke, Becky Uren, Han-
nah Riddens, Lucy Sutton,
Stephen Brown, Faye Weedon.

It has been a great year for
dance at Beths and long may it
continue. Mr Lane would like to
thank all the students who have
produced some outstanding per-
formances this year across all the
key stages and r
dancing!!o
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Autumn term 2009 i Ben Magnus 13AZW

For being reliable and helpful throughout his
time at the school. At KS3 Ben organised some
charity fund raising for Demelza House. Over
the last 2 years he has helped the PA in their
fundraising activities, school discos, own clothes
days in a most mature and reliable manner.
Most recently he has helped with the running of
the Yr 10 football team attending matches and
organising practise sessions. He is also organis-
ing the Year 13 Summer Ball in his usual thor-
ough way.

Spring term 2010 3 Louise Kirk 12NZD

For being actively involved in fundraising and

creating a high profile for the causes that are
highlighted. She manages to bring people to-

_ i Our Jack Petchey winners at the presentation evening
gether and achieve results by persevering and Orchard Theatre July & 2010

cajoling. Her warm and sunny nature are a huge
advantage as she is persistent and determined without being pushy and officious.

Summer term 2010 i Charles Dos Santos 10A

For being a super role model to other students, for his studious and unassuming nature, he is also
kind, compassionate and observant. His involvement in the well -being of a younger student
meant that a situation that was becoming quite unpleasant was dealt with swiftly and efficiently.
Charles showed the maturity of someone beyond his years and acted completely unselfishly and
discreetly.

Adult Leaders Award 2009 -10 o Jerry Parsons

The nominatibear mealMarosands contact with students
teaching is of an exceptional standard and he gives a lot of time outside the classroom particu-

l arly to the D of E Award Scheme. 0 I n respect of
become more qualified in helping with the O&éexpedi
support groups on their expeditions. Jerry was also instrumental in forging a partnership with

Kit Mikayi School in Western Kenya. He has organized a Kenya Independence Day celebration

which involved Kenyan themed lessons in Geography, Food Technology, Music and D and T, a

Kenyan menu in the canteen, flags and stickers for the students and a Kenyan quiz. Students

now have Kenyan pen friends and funds have been raised to send cameras out to the school. All

of this was done in Jerryds own time, encouraging
and leading by example. The students from both schools are benefitting from the exchange of cul-

tural and social experiences as a direct result of his hard work.

LVCHEY 7
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Debbie Hickie : 7
Jack Petchey Foundation Coordinator
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East London Jazz

«

Ensemble

1-

The East Lon@Jazz EnsembleNqfull swing

It ds a war m
there is a part closure on the Circle
Line and | 6 m

District Line heading to Mile End to
participate in the beginnings of the
East London Jazz Ensemble; a
group of young musicians attending
various London Borough Schools.
The Ensemble was a concept
devised by the Jazz at Lincoln
Centre, New York, in partnership
with the Barbican Centre, London,
to rejuvenate the younger
generationds inter
Trundling through Victoria Park
on the 452 bus, | pass a few
sunbathers preparing for the
promised rays and claiming their
places. | arrive at the Practice
Centre in Homerton at 10:30am and
meet and introduce myself to
around 20 new people, happy to
recognize lan Reddington, David
Whitmore and Adam Orridge in the
crowd. We did a run around the
circle of names to help familiarize
ourselves with fellow Band
members and then begin with the
6Jazz6. We were
members of the Blue Pepper Jazz
Band and had a member of the
Band in each section to aid learning.
During each of the workshops,
which were on seven separate days,
we worked on rhythmic and singing
exercises which both helped us to
understand and lock onto the pulse
and feel of the music. We then
linked this rhythmic idea to our
individual instruments and upon it
added motifs and grooves; which

S at u slawdy yculmimeded nini twag songs, built

from scratch. It was an eye opener for

t r a wme Isihce h gsuallg play fromenotated

scores and certainly tested my memory!

Alongside our own pieces, we worked
on two Duke Ellington numbers - Koko
and Pyramid. They sounded easy but
proved to be really difficult, however,
after much practice | finally got my
head around the notes. For these
Ellington pieces, we received a little
encouraging video message from the
Jazz at Lincoln Centre Faculty in New
&erk andh itJ eeally . helped with
understanding the contrasting rhythms
of the two pieces.

The aim of the project was to play a
short evening set on the Freestage at
the Barbican Centre in Silk Street.
Consequently each session was
crammed and | learnt a great deal
about t he life
Musi cians?® mu st
Sunday we had organised the songs and
were nearly ready. We played through
the songs fully for the first time and it
sounded great. | left the practice centre
anxious but excited at the prospect of
| thee @erf@madce ahech 1@y altkad.b y

It was another early start on
Thursday 17t June and on arrival at
the Barbican Centre, we each received
visitor badges and were escorted to the
basement practice rooms. Once there,
we met the Jazz at Lincoln Centre
musicians who were extremely fun to
work with and watch. Constantly
joking around whilst giving us useful
pointers on how to improve our own
performance added further enjoyment
and interest to the final practice day.

t h
| ea

Beths Grammar School

By Jonathan Bones, Year 11

After our lunch break, we felt honoured
to wat ch t he
Lincoln Centre, who performed
amazing Jazz routines for us & wow
they are seriously good! More sound
checks followed but time passed quickly
and before long, we were seated on the
Freestage behind our instruments and
facing a large appreciative crowd of
friends and relatives along with any
commuters or Barbican residents who
happened to be passing.

We kicked off with one of our own
pieces, followed by the two Duke
Ellington numbers and rounded up by
another of our own renditions. During
some of the pieces, the Jazz at Lincoln
Centre members could not resist
coming on-stage to play freely alongside
us and for me, it was truly mind -
blowing. So many of us were able to
find the GoPRfideack ® playiinoprovaséd
golo parts, Bgged bnhbg thefriythra of
the music, to the joy the Lincoln Centre
musicians and the audience. Of course,
al | of us will have
of the Performance but it is certainly a
memory | am sure will last for a long,
long time. | loved the buzz | got from
playing Jazz alongside such talented
Professionals.

Thank you to Blue Pepper, the
Barbican Education Centre and the
Jazz at Lincoln Centre, New York for
such an experience. Thanks also to
Bexley Music Centre and Ms Dolan for
putting our names forward and finally,
many thanks to our individual
instrument Music teachers without
whom none of this would have been
possible.

O0Professi

p hc
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The Scarlet Pimpernel

After months of rehearsals and a few
too many cans of hairspray, we were
ready to take to the stage to recreate
t he swashbuckl ing a
Scarl et Pi mper n g
tonguedndcheek play
Blakeney (who was skilfully played by
Tom Pressland), an Englishman whose
foolish fagade conceals his true iden-
tity as the OPimpern
attempts to save the French aristoc-
racy from a bloodthirsty Revolution.

With the aid of Bet
of set, lighting and sound technicians
and the playds diregd
depicted the Pi mper
tempts to outsmart his enemy and ap-
pease his wife, in what proved to be
two entertaining evenings both for us
the cast, and, based
back, the audience too!

Taking part in the performance
equipped us with sword -fighting skills,
the ability to perfect 18 t Century hair-
styles, and a flavour of the French
lingo (hopefully my mispronunciation
was attributed to
Although these are hardly vital life
skill s, | dm sure |
cast when | refer to them as part of a
truly memorable experience, of which |
was proud to be a part of.

® Please make a note that next year, our
school production will be Nicholas Nick-
lebydone of Charl es Di
stories. Nicholas Nickleby is a 19 year
old who becomes the head of the family
when his father dies unexpectedly.
Keeping watch over his mother and his
sister becomes an even greater challenge
when Nicholas discovers that his father
lost the family fortune due to ill -advised
investments. In order to support his
family, Nicholas becomes a teacher but,
following the cruel and frequently vio-
lent behaviour of the Headmaster and
his wife, Nicholas decides he can take no
more and runs away. The performance
continues as we follow Nicholas through
the ups and downs of what happens to
him next. Please come along and join us
0 the dates are Wednesday 16 and
Thursday 17 March 2011 & and we are
hoping for an excellent couple of nights
of entertainment! Scenes from the Scarlet Pimpernel
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Museum of London Trip

We arrived at the Museum of Lon-
don and the first thing we saw were
models of the Stone Age, we then
moved on to the Great Plague 0 it

was very interesting, and fun!  We
learnt lots of new things including
what the symptoms were & these
included large boils and horrid
smells! We also found out that
those who had the plague were told
to go away, even by their own fami-
lies, in case they gave it to someone
else. It was hard to believe that
mums and dads would tell their own
children to run away! One third of
Europe was wiped out with the
plague.

The Big Quiz  We were told to do a
quiz all about London during Medie-
val times. Some of us knew the an-
swers to some questions and not oth-

By Matteo Daghini, Year 7

ers so we shared some of our an-
swers. We also had to draw the ca-
thedral which we did (although not
very successfully) we had lots of fun
doing this and then went for lunch.

The Gift Shop

After lunch we headed for the gift
shop. There were some bizarre
things on sale and the funniest thing
was a bow and
most of us bought. Later, at home,
we got to try them out!

Touching the artefacts

We got to touch some amazing things
many were hundreds of years old.It
was a great day and | would recom-
mend t hat i f you
done so, you visit the Museum of
London!

UPDATED WEBSITE

We are delighted to tell you that we are currently working on
updating our website and this, all going well, should be ready
for when we return to school on Monday 6 September.

We hope that you will find that the new website is easier for you
to navigate around and, because it will be simpler for us to keep

it updated, pl

You will still be able to find us at
so please let us know what you think when we go on

ease keep your

www.beths.bexley.sch.uk
-line with

the new websit e.

arr ov

Beths Grammar School

STAFFING

Two members of staff are sadly leav-
ing us at the end of this academic
year. They are Anna Roberts who
joined us in July 2004 and has
gained promotion to Head of Sixth

Form at Hayes School and Katie
Roberts who joined us in July 2007

who is relocating to Surrey and has

secured a Maths post at Reeds
School.

On a happier note, Ms. Purbrick,
has recently given birth to a baby
boy and Ms. Leggett gave birth sev-
eral weeks early to a baby girl 0 all
are doing very well. Ms. King has
also just given birth to a baby girl A
once again a couple of weeks before
her due date. Congratulations to
them all!

As a result of the above, we have
some new members of staff joining
the school and some current staff
taking on new responsibilities.

Mr. Bird joined the school at the
end of June as an experienced
Teacher of Electronics and Physics,
Mr. Barnes also joins as an experi-
enced part time teacher of Music in
September. We also have three
teachers who joined us at the begin-
ning of July and these are Ms. Lewis
as a full time teacher of Maths and
two part time teachers: Mr. Williams
0 Art, and Ms. Ruiz 0 Spanish. Due
to the maternity leave, we have also
made a couple of temporary appoint-
ments to cover for these; Mr. Gillat
joins us as a Teacher of French and
Mr. Cooper-Jones as a Teacher of
Geography.

In addition, we have also made a
number of permanent internal ap-
pointments and these are: Mr. Wil-
son becomes Head of Year 10, Mr.
McCartin, Subject Co -ordinator for
Law and Mr. Crutchley, Second in
charge of DT, Ms. Paterson becomes
Maths Accelerated Learning Co -
ordinator, Ms. King (upon her return
from maternity leave) KS4 Maths Co
-ordinator, Ms. Matkins 8 Core and
Additional Science Co -ordinator and
Mr. Simpson becomes Oxbridge &
Medics Co-ordinator. Finally, to
covel fci the maternity leaves, Mr.
Birtchnell becomes acting Subject Co
-ordinator for French and Ms. Easter
acts as Head of Year 9.
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Lycee Foch & Posthumous VC

With great sadness, the partnership
team saw the departure of the year
13 VC team to pastures new. 2009/10
was an influential year as our friends
at the Lycee Foch in Rodez took part
in a series of groundbreaking video
conferences where they discussed
vital matters ranging from the future

of the EU to the importance of educa-
tion for young people in an uncertain
world. Using unfamiliar technology
was no obstacle to a healthy and
thought provoking exchange of views
with Bethsd own
up Tuesday lunchtimes to help forge
links around the world. The Partner-
shipping Forecast is extremely grate-
ful to Ben Jones, Callum Whittern,
Patrick Toworfe and James Rathbone
for their dedication to this project and
their willingness and sense of hu-
mour. Thanks also go out to Marie
Hel ene Trigosse
Lycee Foch. Any
interested in keeping this frequency
open should visit Mr Parsons in his
new home of room M7 in September.

Beths Grammar School

The Partnershipping Forecast

Kit Mikayi
& Pushing
the enve-
lope. Part- |
nershipping

continued L.

this year to

develop the relations with the Kit
Mikayi Secondary School in Kisumu
District in Kenya. We have now ex-
changed three sets of letters as well
as gifts with our Kenyan partner
school. Communication remains
tricky due to factors of distance and
the lack of electricity at Kit Mikayi.
Partnershipping Forecast intends a
real push in the new academic year
for this link to realise its potential.
We are exporting a project done
with year 7 and based around iden-
tity to Kisumu and have high hopes

s t fardsenmet collabarhtive wprk voe ex-

hibit both at home and abroad. Ken-
yan link teacher Kenneth Ombeewa
remains an inspirational character

and one whose expectations match
our own.

Any more for any more. Once more
the Partnershipping team are looking

for potential host families for both

that many of your parents remember
them from their school days, we
would be interested in resurrecting

a n grojects. &xchamrga trips $e8nd t© beaat
¢ uhing @& thé past; leuasince lahGuwe

what always used to be a brilliant
way to see the world and experience
the lives of others. If you are inter-
ested, please contact Mr Parsons.

Shanghai surprise.

As you read this, 20 Beths boys will
be sitting in a classroom brushing up
on their Mandarin. Hanban, the Chi-
nese cultural exchange organisation
have invited a group of students to
spend time in Chongquing as the
guests of school number one. After 2
days in Beijing, students and staff will
fly into the Chinese interior to attend
lessons at the school and sample Chi-
nese life. This is a fantastic opportu-
nity for our boys to learn their lan-
guage first hand and see how things
are done the Chinese way.

Slowly but surely, Beths is engaging
with the wider world and showing that
not only are our students a credit to
their locale, but also can hold their
own as global ambassadors.

Jerry Parsons July 2010

Bexley Science and Technology Challenge Day

This was held at the University of
Greenwich. Eight Bexley Schools
were involved in the challenge. We
had twelve students from Year 8 tak-
ing part and these 12 were split into
pairs and asked to join up with a
pair from another school to work as a
mixed school team.
The Challenge involved four pro-
jects, each team attempting three of
the projects throughout the day.
1. Bridge building using A4 paper
and tested for the maximum load
it could withstand.

2. Self-righting buoy i made from

plastic cups, stones, LED and tilt
switch.

3. Building a battery operated car
designing and building a car that
would move straight from a
motor and a limited amount of
connectors.

4. Roboticsfi building and program-
ming a robotic car to follow a
black line and go up a slope.

Challenges were explained and run

by ambassadors from the University

of Greenwich. The marking criteria

were
plan- ning,
team w o rk

and final outcome. The Mayor of
Bexley visited and talked to all

teams. Our students worked
extremely well and all enjoyed them-

selves throughout the day. Four of
our students were in winning teams

and proved to be excellent ambassa-
dors of Beths Grammar School.




